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Because government is not a monolithic entity but a collection of thousands of
jurisdictions and agencies sharing responsibility for the public good, infrastructure




must be extended to situations at both the largest and smallest scales of operation for
both government and civil society. Every community from the largest state to the
smallest municipality needs to be connected in useful and affordable ways to a
robust and flexible cyberinfrastructure. These problems of scaling up and scaling
down, in both technical and economic terms, deserve close attention.
http://www.digitalgovernment.org/library/library/pdf/dg_Cyberinfrastructure.pdf |
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Digital Government’s ultimate reliance on utilization of technology, disciplines such
as sociology, political science, public administration, business, and law are
inextricably involved. The countless applications of information technology to
different government services require the participation of researchers from fields as
diverse as communications, statistics, transportation, social work, criminal justice,
and architecture, to name only a few. Researchers in the NSF’s DG program have
collaborated at the federal, state, or local levels with government employees in a
wide variety of areas.
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“Information technology continues to play a critical role in creating efficiencies, and
it remains at the heart of everything we are doing to provide government service to
Michigan citizens,” said Michigan Gov. Jennifer M. Granholm. “Whether it’s
making hunting and fishing licenses available online, or making it easier for
businesses to get the permits they need, or providing an online talent bank for
employers and job seekers to find each other, I’m proud of the many things we have
done through technology to improve service to our citizens.” (3@: fef&GE EBG ATS
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SWHCE SRCSR “FEIACE IR 2RITE ATFOR 78 T T | AFSTIHT “IWIER “Mafs TF
JIECE IMeeT  SeTCq Te<r, “The panchayat system appears to provide a
systematic training ground for the people who will take top leadership positions in
the country in the future. Women are making impressive strides in this quest for
leadership. Of the six panchayati raj institutions we visited, all were headed by
women with the exception of one. One of the pradhans (chairs) was a minority
woman. Quite a few of the women won against men, outside the reservation system.
It appears that the leadership of the ordinary people is being established in West
Bengal. Through the panchayat system, the voiceless seemed to have gained the
voice.

We are also impressed by the status of the panchayat representatives vis-a-vis the
bureaucracy. In West Bengal, panchayat bodies are not subservient to the
bureaucracy, rather it is the other way around. With commitment to democratic
decentralization, these bodies are on their way to becoming truly self-governing
institutions. In every panchayat we visited, the government officials work under the
leadership of the panchayat representatives and the former always took the back
seats.

Bureaucracy appears to be trying to take the role of what may be called
“development governance” rather than “administrative goverance” involving
operational control and regulations.We found that the government has a lot of
schemes and projects for the people at the grassroots. It is claimed that 52% of the
government budget goes to the people at the bottom, of which 16 percent are spent
through the panchayats. Increasing amounts of funds given to panchayats are untied.
We have also found that gram panchayats, the lowest local government bodies, get
the highest proportion of local government funds, 50 percent; panchayat samitis get
the next highest proportion, 30 percent; and the remaining 20 percent go to zilla
parishads. Because of the panchayat system the cost of delivery of government
services has significantly gone down.

It was interesting for us to note that almost all the work that is performed by the
NGOs in Bangladesh is the responsibility of the panchayati raj institutions. NGO

s appear to work as contractors for the panchayats.

A system of transparency and accountability appears to be an important feature of
the panchayati raj system in West Bengal. Gram sansads (meeting at the ward, or
sub-panchayat level) and gram sabhas (mass assemblies of the entire panchayat) not
only provide opportunities for practicing participatory democracy, they also serve as
forums for planning, information dissemination and most importantly for holding
the gram panchayat leaders to account.

Panchayat elections are held on party tickets. Still, representatives of different
parties appear to work together as a corporate body. Unlike in Bangladesh,
panchayat bodies are not dominated by their chairs.

Because of the use of the panchayat system as a vehicle for decentralization of
authority and devolution of resources at an increasing rate, West Bengal achieved
impressive progress in both economic and social areas. The proportion of people
below the poverty line in West Bengal is claimed to be the lowest in the nation. In
social areas also, especially in the areas of improving the conditions of the women
and the minority, their gain in enviable.




All of us returned to Bangladesh greatly impressed by the successes of the
panchayat system and committed to vigorously pursue the goal of strengthening our
system of local governance. Our hosts were most gracious and hospitable at every
place we visited — they showered us with heartfelt felicitation. In fact, we were
overwhelmed by their affection and warmth.
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3R «fed 2009 IfTeT BIET “Afqsi 439 TN, SAMHGERT @6 Torizea SIfeaw=eE BN
v coft frce sqwfs oram =wace “ Earlier this year, Takoma Park, Md., A suburb of
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developed countries from an industrial/manufacturing-based wealth producing
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According to many commentators in the late 1990s, investment in Information &
Comunication Technology (ICT) had eliminated economic fluctuations and ushered
in a golden age of economic prosperity. (S2fFf+feam) | @ ePe w=e =1 = @, The
general idea is that a business should focus on those areas of its operation which are
critical to its success and where it has a competitive advantage. Other areas of its
operation should be outsourced, typically using technology as the facilitator. In a
developed economy, the critical success factors to a leading business are likely to be
intellectual things such as brands, products specifications and technical capabilities.
Many routine business functions (such as manufacturing and customer service
desks) may be outsourced.

Ashot Grigoryan believes that the “new economy” is a current Kondratiev wave
which will end after a 50-year period in 2040’s. Its innovative basis includes
Internet, nanotechnologies, telematica and bionica®®.
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paintings, photographs and sculptures, and architectural designs. Rights related to
copyright include those of performing artists in their performances, producers of
phonograms in their recordings, and those of broadcasters in their radio and
television programs.
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Conceptualizing Digital Bangladesh® « fcz=1, The coining of the term Digital
Bangladesh belongs to Mustafa Jabbar, who wrote an article on 'Towards Digital
Bangladesh' in the BCSICTWORCD published in November 2008......... He defined
Digital Bangladesh as Digital Government, Digital Education and Digital fascines.
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as an intermediate solution to quality education: Quality of education is now prime
concern for the future of the country. The vision 2021 will remain in paper if quality
of education is not addressed."
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